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abstract the food stamp program provides unrestricted income supplementation but does
not have a substantial impact on family nutritional intake the study advances the
practical understanding of the food stamp program versus cash tranfers through
discussions of the history of the program how the program works and participation in
the program the food stamp program is viewed in light of total income maintenence the
monograph discusses alternative programs of providing stamps free of charge or
replacing them with cash the supplemental nutrition assistance program snap formerly
called the food stamp program is designed primarily to increase the food purchasing
power of eligible low income households to help them buy a nutritionally adequate low
cost diet this report describes the rules related to eligibility for snap benefits as
well as the rules for benefits and their redemption snap is administered by the u s
department of agriculture s food and nutrition service usda fns snap is authorized by
the food and nutrition act of 2008 this law formerly the food stamp act of 1977 has
since 1973 been reauthorized by the farm bill omnibus legislation that also typically
includes the authorization of other federal agricultural policies and programs the
program was most recently reauthorized by the 2014 farm bill p l 113 79 enacted
february 7 2014 snap eligibility and benefits are calculated on a household basis
eligibility is determined through a traditional or a categorical eligibility path
under traditional eligibility applicant households must meet gross income net income
and asset tests specifically household gross monthly income all income as defined by
snap law must be at or below 130 of the federal poverty level and household net snap
specified deductions are subtracted monthly income must be at 100 of the federal
poverty level the traditional asset rules are set at 2 000 per household inflation
adjusted households that contain an elderly or disabled member have a higher asset
limit and also do not have to meet the gross income test under categorical
eligibility snap eligibility is automatically conveyed based upon the applicant s
participation in other means tested programs namely supplemental security income ssi
temporary assistance for needy families tanf or general assistance ga because tanf is
a broad purpose block grant the state option to extend snap eligibility to applicants
that receive a tanf funded benefit allows states to offer program eligibility under
rules that vary from those discussed in this paragraph including an elimination of
the asset test if eligible for snap an applicant household also undergoes a
calculation of its monthly benefit amount or allotment this calculation utilizes the
household s net income as well as the maximum allotment a figure that equals the
current value of the thrifty food plan tfp the american recovery and reinvestment act
had temporarily increased this value this increase ended after october 31 2013
benefits are issued on an ebt card which operates with a declining balance like a
debit card benefits are not cash may not be accessed at an automatic teller machine
and are redeemable only for foods benefits may be redeemed for foods at licensed
retailers which may include a wide variety of retailers so long as retailers meet
licensing requirements without the food stamp program the poverty gap in jamaica
would have been much worse during the early 1990s when the jamaican dollar was being
devalued households with elderly members and young children benefited most from the
program each year the u s department of agriculture usda must estimate the number of
people who are eligible to participate in the special supplemental nutrition program
for women infants and children wic these usda estimates have come under critical
scrutiny in part because the number of infants and postpartum women who have actually
enrolled in the program has exceeded the number estimated to be eligible by as much
as 20 to 30 percent these high coverage rates have led some members of congress to
conclude that some people who participate are truly ineligible and that funding could
be reduced somewhat and still meet the needs of truly eligible persons who wish to
participate but some advocates and state wic agencies believe that the estimates of
the number of eligible persons are too low and more people who are eligible and want
to participate could do so in response to these concerns the food and nutrition
service fns of the usda asked the committee on national statistics of the national
research council to convene a panel of experts to review the methods used to estimate
the number of people nationwide who are eligible and likely to participate in the wic
program the panel s charge is to review currently used and alternative data and
methods for estimating income eligibility adjunctive eligibility from participation
in other public assistance programs nutritional risk and participation if the program
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is fully funded special edition of the federal register containing a codification of
documents of general applicability and future effect as of with ancillaries special
edition of the federal register containing a codification of documents of general
applicability and future effect with ancillaries the policy change price subsidy and
food stamp benefits the beneficiaries the effect on fiscal costs and income
distribution patterns of food consumption and nutrition before and after the subsidy
program change inflation and the real value of food stamps impact of food stamps on
nutrition and cost effectiveness the nutrition of children and income transfer this
report was prepared in response to a request from the economic research service ers
of the u s department of agriculture usda it summarizes the discussions at a february
1998 workshop convened by the committee on national statistics the board on children
youth and families and the food and nutrition board the fiscal year 1998 fy1998
appropriations bill for usda gave ers responsibility for all research and evaluation
studies on usda food assistance programs the bill provided 18 million to fund these
studies an increase from 7 million in fy1997 ers asked the committee on national
statistics for assistance in identifying new areas of research and data collection
and in further improving the evaluation studies of food assistance programs by
bringing together many who work on evaluation of food assistance programs policy
analysis survey methods nutrition child nutrition and child development outcome
measurement and state welfare programs the issues presented and discussed at the
workshop provided ers with information that could be used to develop a framework for
their research program each year the u s department of agriculture usda must estimate
the number of people who are eligible to participate in the special supplemental
nutrition program for women infants and children wic these usda estimates have come
under critical scrutiny in part because the number of infants and postpartum women
who have actually enrolled in the program has exceeded the number estimated to be
eligible by as much as 20 to 30 percent these high coverage rates have led some
members of congress to conclude that some people who participate are truly ineligible
and that funding could be reduced somewhat and still meet the needs of truly eligible
persons who wish to participate but some advocates and state wic agencies believe
that the estimates of the number of eligible persons are too low and more people who
are eligible and want to participate could do so in response to these concerns the
food and nutrition service fns of the usda asked the committee on national statistics
of the national research council to convene a panel of experts to review the methods
used to estimate the number of people nationwide who are eligible and likely to
participate in the wic program the panel s charge is to review currently used and
alternative data and methods for estimating income eligibility adjunctive eligibility
from participation in other public assistance programs nutritional risk and
participation if the program is fully funded
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Food Stamp Program 1976

abstract the food stamp program provides unrestricted income supplementation but does
not have a substantial impact on family nutritional intake the study advances the
practical understanding of the food stamp program versus cash tranfers through
discussions of the history of the program how the program works and participation in
the program the food stamp program is viewed in light of total income maintenence the
monograph discusses alternative programs of providing stamps free of charge or
replacing them with cash

Facts about the Food Stamp Program 1984

the supplemental nutrition assistance program snap formerly called the food stamp
program is designed primarily to increase the food purchasing power of eligible low
income households to help them buy a nutritionally adequate low cost diet this report
describes the rules related to eligibility for snap benefits as well as the rules for
benefits and their redemption snap is administered by the u s department of
agriculture s food and nutrition service usda fns snap is authorized by the food and
nutrition act of 2008 this law formerly the food stamp act of 1977 has since 1973
been reauthorized by the farm bill omnibus legislation that also typically includes
the authorization of other federal agricultural policies and programs the program was
most recently reauthorized by the 2014 farm bill p l 113 79 enacted february 7 2014
snap eligibility and benefits are calculated on a household basis eligibility is
determined through a traditional or a categorical eligibility path under traditional
eligibility applicant households must meet gross income net income and asset tests
specifically household gross monthly income all income as defined by snap law must be
at or below 130 of the federal poverty level and household net snap specified
deductions are subtracted monthly income must be at 100 of the federal poverty level
the traditional asset rules are set at 2 000 per household inflation adjusted
households that contain an elderly or disabled member have a higher asset limit and
also do not have to meet the gross income test under categorical eligibility snap
eligibility is automatically conveyed based upon the applicant s participation in
other means tested programs namely supplemental security income ssi temporary
assistance for needy families tanf or general assistance ga because tanf is a broad
purpose block grant the state option to extend snap eligibility to applicants that
receive a tanf funded benefit allows states to offer program eligibility under rules
that vary from those discussed in this paragraph including an elimination of the
asset test if eligible for snap an applicant household also undergoes a calculation
of its monthly benefit amount or allotment this calculation utilizes the household s
net income as well as the maximum allotment a figure that equals the current value of
the thrifty food plan tfp the american recovery and reinvestment act had temporarily
increased this value this increase ended after october 31 2013 benefits are issued on
an ebt card which operates with a declining balance like a debit card benefits are
not cash may not be accessed at an automatic teller machine and are redeemable only
for foods benefits may be redeemed for foods at licensed retailers which may include
a wide variety of retailers so long as retailers meet licensing requirements

A Compilation of Food Stamp Program Regulations Issued
Pursuant to the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as Amended 1984

without the food stamp program the poverty gap in jamaica would have been much worse
during the early 1990s when the jamaican dollar was being devalued households with
elderly members and young children benefited most from the program

Observations on the Food Stamp Program, Food and
Nutrition Service, Department of Agriculture 1975

each year the u s department of agriculture usda must estimate the number of people
who are eligible to participate in the special supplemental nutrition program for
women infants and children wic these usda estimates have come under critical scrutiny
in part because the number of infants and postpartum women who have actually enrolled
in the program has exceeded the number estimated to be eligible by as much as 20 to
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30 percent these high coverage rates have led some members of congress to conclude
that some people who participate are truly ineligible and that funding could be
reduced somewhat and still meet the needs of truly eligible persons who wish to
participate but some advocates and state wic agencies believe that the estimates of
the number of eligible persons are too low and more people who are eligible and want
to participate could do so in response to these concerns the food and nutrition
service fns of the usda asked the committee on national statistics of the national
research council to convene a panel of experts to review the methods used to estimate
the number of people nationwide who are eligible and likely to participate in the wic
program the panel s charge is to review currently used and alternative data and
methods for estimating income eligibility adjunctive eligibility from participation
in other public assistance programs nutritional risk and participation if the program
is fully funded

Food, Stamps, and Income Maintenance 1977

special edition of the federal register containing a codification of documents of
general applicability and future effect as of with ancillaries

The Food Stamp Program 1977

special edition of the federal register containing a codification of documents of
general applicability and future effect with ancillaries

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (Snap)
2014-12-29

the policy change price subsidy and food stamp benefits the beneficiaries the effect
on fiscal costs and income distribution patterns of food consumption and nutrition
before and after the subsidy program change inflation and the real value of food
stamps impact of food stamps on nutrition and cost effectiveness the nutrition of
children and income transfer

Bonus Food Stamps and Cash Income Supplements 1974

this report was prepared in response to a request from the economic research service
ers of the u s department of agriculture usda it summarizes the discussions at a
february 1998 workshop convened by the committee on national statistics the board on
children youth and families and the food and nutrition board the fiscal year 1998
fy1998 appropriations bill for usda gave ers responsibility for all research and
evaluation studies on usda food assistance programs the bill provided 18 million to
fund these studies an increase from 7 million in fy1997 ers asked the committee on
national statistics for assistance in identifying new areas of research and data
collection and in further improving the evaluation studies of food assistance
programs by bringing together many who work on evaluation of food assistance programs
policy analysis survey methods nutrition child nutrition and child development
outcome measurement and state welfare programs the issues presented and discussed at
the workshop provided ers with information that could be used to develop a framework
for their research program

Recoupment in the Food Stamp Program 1979

each year the u s department of agriculture usda must estimate the number of people
who are eligible to participate in the special supplemental nutrition program for
women infants and children wic these usda estimates have come under critical scrutiny
in part because the number of infants and postpartum women who have actually enrolled
in the program has exceeded the number estimated to be eligible by as much as 20 to
30 percent these high coverage rates have led some members of congress to conclude
that some people who participate are truly ineligible and that funding could be
reduced somewhat and still meet the needs of truly eligible persons who wish to
participate but some advocates and state wic agencies believe that the estimates of
the number of eligible persons are too low and more people who are eligible and want
to participate could do so in response to these concerns the food and nutrition
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service fns of the usda asked the committee on national statistics of the national
research council to convene a panel of experts to review the methods used to estimate
the number of people nationwide who are eligible and likely to participate in the wic
program the panel s charge is to review currently used and alternative data and
methods for estimating income eligibility adjunctive eligibility from participation
in other public assistance programs nutritional risk and participation if the program
is fully funded

General Farm Bill of 1985: Domestic hunger, food stamp
program, and temporary emergency food assistance program
1985

Reauthorization of the Food Stamp Program 1985

Options for Reforming the Food Stamp Program 1975

Options for Improving the Equity and Efficiency of
Benefit Determination Procedures for the Food Stamp
Program 1976

Options for Reforming the Food Stamp Program, Hearing
Before ..., 94-1, July 31, 1975 1975

Jamaica's Food Stamp Program 1999

WIC participant and program characteristics, 1998 2003

FNS Handbook 310, The Food Stamp Program Quality Control
Review Handbook, October 1, 2002 1993

The Food Stamp Program 2001-08-14

Estimating Eligibility and Participation for the WIC
Program 2000

Federal Register 1981

Food stamp program 2003

Code of Federal Regulations 1992
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Federal Register Index 2002

Developments in Aging 2004

United States Congressional Serial Set, Serial No.
14874, Senate Reports Nos. 260-265 1981

108-2: Senate Report No. 108-265, Vol. 1 1991

General Farm Bill of 1981: Food stamp program 1982

Clearinghouse Review 1983

United States Statutes at Large 1981

Background Material on Poverty 1987

An Act to Provide for Reconciliation Pursuant to Section
301 of the First Concurrent Resolution on the Budget for
the Fiscal Year 1982 1987-01-01

Code of Federal Regulations 1985

Compliance Supplement: March 2011 1969

The Food Stamp Scheme in Sri Lanka 1999-06-10

Federal Register, ... Annual Index 1982

General Farm Program and Food Stamp Program 2001-09-14

Evaluating Food Assistance Programs in an Era of Welfare
Reform

Compilation of selected federal nutrition statutes

Estimating Eligibility and Participation for the WIC
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Program

Presidential Appointments Improvement Act of 2007
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