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in her practical and inspirational book literacy essentials engagement
excellence and equity for all learners author regie routman guides k
12 teachers to create a trusting intellectual and equitable classroom
culture that allows all learners to thrive as self directed readers
writers thinkers and responsible citizens over the course of three
sections routman provides numerous take action ideas for implementing
authentic and responsive teaching assessing and learning this book
poses akey question how do we rise to the challenge of providing an
engaging excellent equitable education for all learners including
those from high poverty and underserved schools teaching for
engagement many high performing schools are characterized by a a
thriving school culture built on a network of authentic communication
teachers can strengthen classroom engagement by building a trusting
and welcoming environment where all students can have a safe and
collaborative space to grow and develop pursuing excellence routman
identifies 10 key factors that describe an excellent teacher ranging
from intellectual curiosity to creativity and explains how carrying
yourself as a role model contributes to an inclusive caring empathic
and fair classroom she also stresses the importance for school leaders
to make job embedded professional development a top priority
dismantling unequal education the huge gap in the quality of education
in high vs low income communities is the civil rights issue of the
21st century according to routman she spells out specific actions
educators can take to create more equitable schools and classrooms
such as diversifying texts used in curriculums and ensuring all
students have access to opportunities to discuss reflect and engage
with important ideas from the author i wroteliteracy essentials
because i saw a need to simplify teaching raise expectations and make
expert teaching possible for all of us i saw a need to emphasize how a
school culture of kindness trust respect and curiosity is essential to
any lasting achievement i saw a need to demonstrate and discuss how
and why the beliefs actions knowledge we hold determine the potential
for many of our students equal opportunity to learn depends on a
culture of engagement and equity which under lies a relentless pursuit
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