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this committee focused on the causes and the lessons to be learned from the 1984
wilberg mine fire in which 27 persons lost their lives

House documents
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the book examines the public s influence on foreign policy through case studies
including the formosa straits crisis intervention at dien bien phu the sputnik
launch the new look defense strategy the panama canal treaties the soviet invasion
of afghanistan the strategic defense initiative the beirut marine barracks bombing
german reunification the gulf war and intervention in somalia and bosnia
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for centuries it was suspected that there must be an undiscovered continent in the
southern hemisphere but explorers failed to find one on his second voyage to the
pacific captain cook sailed further south than any of his rivals but still failed to
sight land it was not until 1820 that the continent s frozen coast was finally sighted
territorial rivalry intensified in the 1840s when british american and french
expeditions sailed south to chart further portions of the continent that had come to
be called antarctica for the nearly two centuries since the race to claim exclusive
possession of antarctica has gripped the imagination of the world antarctica a
biography is the first ever major international history of this forbidding continent
from the eighteenth century voyages of discovery to the fierce rivalries of today as
governments scientists environmentalists and oil companies compete for control
on one level it is the story of explorers battling the elements in the most hostile
place on earth as they strive for personal triumph commercial gain and national
glory on a deeper level it is the story of nations seeking to incorporate the



antarctic into their own national stories and to claim its frozen wastes as their own
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the declaration of the people s republic of china in october 1949 presented
american foreign policy officials with two dilemmas how to deal with the
communist government on the mainland and what to do about chiang kai shek s
nationalist regime on taiwan by 1950 these questions were pressing hard upon u s
civilian and military planners and policy makers for it appeared that the red army
was preparing to invade the island most observers believed that nothing short of
american military intervention would preclude a communist victory how u s
officials grappled with the question of what to do about taiwan is at the heart of
washington s taiwan dilemma today u s policy toward taiwan remains a highly
charged and fundamentally divisive issue in u s china relations especially the
security dimensions of that policy this volume is essential background reading for
understanding the roots of this foreign policy dilemma
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