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since its founding in 1947 the state department s foreign service institute has dedicated itself to teaching foreign languages regional expertise and professional tradecraft to u s diplomats and other foreign affairs practitioners
this book the first history of fsi ever written traces its evolution over the past seven decades from a small facility into a bustling campus serving tens of thousands of u s foreign service personnel a year

Student Information 1989

through close analysis of primary source textual documents produced by the foreign service institute fsi between 1947 and 1968 this unique text reveals the undocumented influence of the fsi on k 12 language instruction and
assessment in the united states by investigating the historical development of the fsi and its attitudes and practices around language learning and bilingualism this text provides in depth insight into the changing value of
bilingualism in the us and highlights how the fsi s practices around language instruction and assessment continue to influence language instruction in american public schools by mapping the development and integration of
language proficiency assessments which strongly resemble those used by the fsi historical analysis uncovers key political and economic motivations for increased promotion of language instruction in the us education system
providing insights into issues of language instruction and assessment in public education that persist today this book will be particularly useful to researchers and students interested in how policy formation has shaped
language instruction and assessment in us public schools
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the united states is formally represented around the world by approximately 14 000 foreign service officers and other personnel in the u s department of state roughly one third of them are required to be proficient in the local
languages of the countries to which they are posted to achieve this language proficiency for its staff the state department s foreign service institute fsi provides intensive language instruction and assesses the proficiency of
personnel before they are posted to a foreign country the requirement for language proficiency is established in law and is incorporated in personnel decisions related to job placement promotion retention and pay a principled
approach to language assessment considerations for the u s foreign service institute evaluates the different approaches that exist to assess foreign language proficiency that fsi could potentially use this report considers the
key assessment approaches in the research literature that are appropriate for language testing including but not limited to assessments that use task based or performance based approaches adaptive online test
administration and portfolios

The Foreign Affairs Interdepartmental Seminar 1979

french basic course bridges is part of the french basic course fsi courses are language courses developed by the foreign service institute and were primarily intended for us government employees this courses are very intense
to let a learner achieve proficiency as fast and as efficient as possible keep in mind that most of the courses were developed during the cold war area between 1960 and 1990 and the type set in this book is therefore not as
accurate as you might expect
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