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reprint of the original first published in 1867
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the definitive compilation on witchcraft and witch hunting in the early modern era exploring significant
people places beliefs and events encyclopedia of witchcraft the western tradition is the definitive
reference on the age of witch hunting approximately 1430 1750 its origins expansion and ultimate
decline incorporating a wealth of recent scholarship in four richly illustrated alphabetically organized
volumes it offers historians and general readers alike the opportunity to explore the realities behind the
legends of witchcraft and witchcraft trials over 170 contributors from 28 nations provide vivid
documented descriptions and analyses of witchcraft trials and locations folklore and beliefs magical
practices and deities influential texts and the full range of players in this extraordinary drama witchcraft
theorists and theologians historians and authors judges clergy and rulers the accused and their
persecutors concentrating on europe and the americas in the early modern era the work also covers
relevant topics from the ancient near east including the hebrew and christian bibles classical antiquity
and the european middle ages
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witchcraft has proven an important if difficult historical subject to investigate and interpret over the last
four decades or so modern historical research into witchcraft began as an attempt to tease out the
worldview of ordinary people in 16th and 17th century england but it quickly expanded to encompass
the history of witchcraft in most cultures and societies that have existed with scholarly studies now
extending back to the time of earliest law code that punished sorcery the babylonian code of
hammurabi 1792 1750 b ¢ e and forward to the last witchcraft cases in england those of helen duncan
and jane yorke tried in 1944 there has also been a significant amount of interest in the development of
the modern religion of witchcraft or wicca as various forms of neo paganism continue to attract
adherents the second edition of historical dictionary of witchcraft covers the history of the witchcraft
from 1750 b ¢ e though the modern day this is done through a chronology an introductory essay and an
extensive bibliography the dictionary section has over 300 cross referenced entries on witch hunts
witchcraft trials and related practices around the world this book is an excellent access point for
students researchers and anyone wanting to know more about the history of witchcraft
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a great deal has been written about the history of witchcraft but much of what has been written is
unreliable exaggerated or inaccurate this problem is especially acute in regard to modern witchcraft or
wicca and its supposed connections to historical witchcraft in medieval and early modern europe the a
to z of witchcraft provides a reliable reference source for both academics and general readers interested
in the actual historical development of witchcraft in the western world the focus of the dictionary is on
western europe during the late medieval and early modern periods when the specific idea of diabolical
witchcraft developed and when the so called great witch hunts occurred entries are also provided that
deal with magic and witchcraft in the earlier christian period and classical antiquity as well as with the
lingering belief in witchcraft in the modern world and with the development of the modern neo pagan
religion of witchcraft also known as wicca for comparative purposes some entries have been provided
that deal with aspects and systems of magic found in other parts of the world that seem to bear some
relation to the idea of witchcraft as it developed in christian europe the regions dealt with are mainly
africa along with such new world practices as voodoo and santeria entries in the dictionary cover
important people in the history of witchcraft from the medieval inquisitors and early modern
magistrates who developed the stereotype of the historical witch to the modern individuals who have
developed the religion of wicca also included are legal terms and concepts important to the prosecution
of the supposed crime of witchcraft and religious and theological concepts pertaining to the demonic
elements that came to be associated with witchcraft as well as more popular beliefs and aspects of
common folklore and mythology that became attached to the developing idea of witchcraft geographic
entries are also included discussing the scope of witch hunting in various regions of europe and the
world and describing specific examples of major witch hunts such as those that occurred in salem
massachusetts
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tirades against legal theatrics are nearly as old as law itself and yet so is the age old claim that law
must not merely be done it must be seen to be done law as performance traces the history of legal
performance and spectatorship through the early modern period viewing law as the product not merely
of edicts or doctrines but of expressive action it investigates the performances that literally created law
in civic arenas courtrooms judges chambers marketplaces scaffolds and streets it examines the legal
codes learned treatises trial reports lawyers manuals execution narratives rhetoric books images and
more that confronted these performances praising their virtues or denouncing their evils in so doing it
recovers a long rich and largely overlooked tradition of jurisprudential thought about law as a
performance practice this tradition not only generated an elaborate poetics and politics of legal
performance it provided western jurisprudence with a set of constitutive norms that in working to
distinguish law from theatrics defined the very nature of law in the crucial opposition between law and
theatre law stood for cool deliberation by the book rules and sovereign discipline theatre stood for
deceptive artifice entertainment histrionics melodrama and yet legal performance even at its most
theatrical also appeared fundamental to law s realization a central mechanism for shaping legal subjects
key to persuasion essential to deterrence indispensable to law s power as it still does today
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an illuminating and entertaining history of demonology in western civilization
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Maine Register, State Year-book and Legislative Manual 1964

analyzes the historical impact of merlin from the twelfth to the sixteenth centuries during which time he
was considered a political prophet and historical figure and explores how the meaning of his magic
evolved over the centuries
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