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2017-03-15

WHEREAS LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES EDUCATION ARGUABLY HAS EUROPEAN ROOTS EUROPEAN UNIVERSITIES HAVE EVOLVED OVER THE LAST CENTURY TO BECOME ADVANCED RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS MAINLY
OFFERING ACADEMIC TRAINING IN SPECIALIZED DISCIPLINES THE BOLOGNA PROCESS STARTED BY THE EUROPEAN UNION IN THE LATE NINETIES ENCOURAGED EUROPEAN INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION TO BROADEN
THEIR CURRICULA AND TO COMMIT TO UNDERGRADUATE EDUCATION WITH INCREASED VIGOR ONE OF THE RESULTS IS THAT EUROPE IS CURRENTLY WITNESSING A PROLIFERATION OF LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES
COLLEGES AND BROAD BACHELOR DEGREES THIS EDITED VOLUME FILLS A GAP IN THE LITERATURE BY PROVIDING REFLECTIONS ON THE RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN EUROPE WITH REGARD TO HIGHER EDUCATION IN THE
LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES THE FIRST SECTION INCLUDES REFLECTIONS FROM EITHER SIDE OF THE ATLANTIC ABOUT THE NATURE AND AIMS OF LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES EDUCATION AND THE WAY IN WHICH IT
TAKES SHAPE OR SHOULD TAKE SHAPE IN EUROPEAN INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING THE EDITED VOLUME TAKES AS A DISTINCT APPROACH TO LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES EDUCATION BY FOCUSING ON THE
UNIQUE WAY IN WHICH CORE TEXTS | E CLASSIC TEXTS FROM PHILOSOPHICAL HISTORICAL LITERARY OR CULTURAL TRADITIONS INVOLVING THE BEST THAT HAS BEEN WRITTEN MEET THE CHALLENGES OF MODERN
HIGHER EDUCATION IN GENERAL AND IN EUROPE IN PARTICULAR THIS APPROACH IS MANIFESTED EXPLICITLY IN THE SECOND SECTION THAT FOCUSES ON HOW SPECIFIC CORE TEXTS PROMOTE THE GOALS OF LIBERAL
ARTS AND SCIENCES EDUCATION INCLUDING THE TEACHING METHODS CURRICULAR REFLECTIONS AND PERSONAL EXPERIENCES OF TEACHING CORE TEXTS THE EDITED VOLUME IS BASED ON A SELECTION OF PAPERS
PRESENTED AT A CONFERENCE HELD IN AMSTERDAM THE NETHERLANDS IN SEPTEMBER 20 15 IT IS MEANT TO IMPART THE PASSION THAT TEACHERS AND ADMINISTRATORS SHARE ABOUT DEVELOPING THE LIBERAL ARTS
AND SCIENCES IN EUROPE WITH THE HELP OF CORE TEXTS IN ORDER TO PROVIDE STUDENTS WITH A WELL ROUNDED FORMATIVE AND GENUINELY LIBERAL EDUCATION
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